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very vineyard needs a tractor, but se

lecting the right one for the job is not

as easy as it may appear. SAME has
world-wide experience in the provision of
tractors appropriate to all functions neces-
sary for a productive vineyard.

Imagine...if they are good enough for the
vineyards of ltaly, France, Tunisia, Spain
and Portugal, they’re certainly the answer
to any ground preparation or maintenance

work within a New Zealand vineyard.

It's been said by one of New Zealand’s lead-
ing vineyards that SAME is the “perfect vine-
yard tractor.” He says the SAME was cho-
sen for a number of very good reasons. “We
wanted a tractor that could quarter the hill-
side, yet work effectively within 2m wide
rows. It had to be a specialist tractor’. He
pointed out that the front diff-lock was es-
sential, as was the manual fore-and-aft gear-
shift. “We wanted a tractor that would be
stable on these hills - a tractor we controlled
and didn’t control us. We wanted comfort for
the driver and a good power-to weight ratio,
along with good traction. So we purchased
the SAME Solaris 35, he says. “It's nimble
yet compact. It's powerful yet economical,
and at the end of the day, it's been extremely
reliable.” Did it achieve these high goals?
Obviously so, because they very soon pur-

In the orchard

Twenty-six hectares of apples and 27 hect-
ares of boysenberries - all for export - make
for some very busy periods for Graham
Battersby and his team at Ranzau Horticul-
ture Ltd, on the Waimea Plains, between
Richmond and Brightwater. When we sought
to narrow-down our apple plantings, it was
clear we needed a narrow tractor. After care-
ful evaluation we purchased specially
adapted SAME Golden 65s from Malcolm
Machinery in Nelson. We find the tractors,
narrowed to 1140mm, don’t bash the fruit
du 'g harvesting.”

Our drivers were ‘wrapped’ with the perfor-
mance, and | was amazed how much qui-
eter it was than other tractors we had been
considering!”

Fitted with quick removal forklift attachments,
both Golden 65s are used year-round in a
variety of tasks.” Both are used to tow 2000
litre spray systems. On the sloped boysen-
berry ground 4WD is essential, especially
when ground conditions are damp. It’s also
extremely valuable when we are picking up
apple bins on the forks, because easy trac-
tion is important when the ground is wet.”

Predominantly, the Golden 65s are used as
apple tractors. “During apple harvest they are
used 10 hours per day for about 10 weeks.
That’s an awful lot of clutch-work, and | have
to say one of the special features of these
tractors is the light but progressive clutch.
It's a really good clutch!”

This is equally important, considering these
tractors do long hours for about a month,
shifting boysenberry pallets. Graham also

“Perfect Vineyard Tractor!”

chased another SAME Solaris 45 for specic
ist vineyard work, including spray applicatic
and weeding requirements.

As has been well demonstrated overseas, tt
reliability of SAME has meant these tracto
just keep keeping on. And best of all, the ne
essary features required in any vineyard tra
tor come fitted as standard and ready for us
“We think it's the perfect vineyard tractor!Zg

MODELS

Solaris 25
Solaris 35
Solaris 45
Frutteto*60
Frutteto*75
Frutteto*85
Golden*60
Golden*65
Golden*75
Golden*85
Dorado*55
Dorado*65
Dorado*75
Dorado*85
Rock 55 C
Rock 60 C
Rock 60SC
Rock 70 C

* Reverse Steer Optional
Front linkage and P.T.0 avarlable for mo
Specifications subject fo change, please

picks for other orchardists in the district. “B
our drivers can’t wait to get back onto th
SAME’s” he says.

“In orchard work, a good turning circle is e
sential. Traction is important, and we nee
the ‘grunt’ to pull sprayers or operate tr
mulcher. We find the SAME’s superior to an
thing we’ve tested when it comes to luggir
power, and when mulching, we no longer hay
to de-clutch to let the motor regain power.”

With good crops this year, and the seasc
looking good, it's all go at Ranzau Hortict
ture. In more ways than one it’s likely to be
‘Golden’ season! «gy




Vineyard demands reliable mechanisation

reg and Dean Chisnall are in partnership on
vineyard. Last year they harvested 70 tonnes

grapes but this year’s crop is expected to
) close to 200 tonnes.

inter pruning takes place from the end of
ay through to early spring, when the spray
ogramme comes into action. That contin-
s until harvest,” Dean says. “There is a lot
wire lifting and vine folding, and after Christ-
as we put the vine trimmer and leaf pluck-
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f your local dealer for detalls.

ing programme into operation. The full net
canopy goes on in mid February and harvest-
ing usually takes place in mid April”. It's a
programme made easier since the brothers
purchased a SAME Dorado. “this is a gen-
eral-purpose tractor that is specifically suit-
able for our vineyard because of its small size
and excellent versatility. We can get it be-
tween rows for trimming and leaf plucking, or
for spraying or mowing.

“SAME fits
everything we do
on this property.”

The Dorado features a removable loader for
removing gear from trucks, and at present this
tractor is being used for spraying and post
ramming.”

He says good vision is important when trim-

ming and leaf plucking. The trimmer is
mounted on the front of the Dorado and the
leaf plucker is side mounted at the rear on 3
point linkage. The driver has to watch the trim-
mer carefully, knowing the plucker will follow
the same line. Regardless of the equipment
we operate on the Dorado, the visibility is
excellent and the tractor very reliable,” he
says. “SAME fits everything we do on this
property.”

The brothers supply Waimea Estates and Tim
Finn’s Nurdoff Estate with Chardonnay, Pi-
not Noir, Sauvignon, and Riesling varieties.

i

<

“Our market is quality’:

uality control in a vineyard is essen
tial. It's the hallmark of Fromm Win-
ery, (at Renwick), known for its de-
licious red wines. Hatch Kalberer, manager
and winemaker, says it's important to provide
quality control measures throughout all
phases of the growth, harvest, and bottling.

Vineyard foreman, Murray Moffat, says, “our
market is quality, not quantity.

With vines planted in rows 1.85 metre apart
it's essential to have a tractor that meets all
requirements, and with modernisation of the
tractor came a consideration of fuel economy
and ease of operation. Fromm Winery has
gone from an older 18hp tractor to a new
SAME Solaris 45. “We needed a tractor that
could cultivate between rows, handle the
spraying, and be the packhorse to transport
harvest back to the winery, We needed a trac-
tor that could handle 750kg of harvest in a
bin on the forks without tipping, or becoming
unstable. We wanted a tractor that could ac-
commodate a trimmer and mulcher, and be
economical to run,” Murray says.

He says the only time 4WD has been en-

gaged on this flat terrain has been when cul-
tivating in any area where a pass in both di-
rections has been required. “On the return trip
we have sometimes been cultivating just a
narrow piece of ground yet two wheels of the
tractor have been traversing already culti-
vated ground. We have engaged diff-lock to
compensate for the irregularity of this ground
condition and that’s been a perfect answer.”

The Solaris 45 has been fitted with a trim-
mer, in readiness for this years work, but as
yet it's untested. “We are amazed at the ver-
satility of the Solaris 45. You wouldn’t know it
has the mulcher on board, and although we
have gone from 18hp to 45hp with the change
of tractor, fuel consumption is half what it used
to be!

“We have only had the Solaris 45 for a sea-
son but we are forever finding new tasks for
it. It's done everything we expected, and
more,” Murray says. “It has the lifting capac-
ity to pick up a pallet of bottles, and the ver-
satility to do everything else we can think of.
It's been an important step forward for the
wmery!’\’wmE




Only your local, authoriéed

Introducing...
Peter Hughes

We welcome Peter Hughes onto our team as SAME's
South Island dealer support technician.

Peteris a qualified diesel mechanic having been involved
with SAME products for the past 20 years based in
Timaru.

He attends ongoing courses to keep up with industry
standards including a recent training course at Treviglio,
Italy where SAME has its manufacturing base.

Peter says he believes in providing service that is prompit,
economical and professional.

Peter Wade-Graham

Peter is extremely experienced and qualified in the
mechanical and electronic fields having been trained in
the SAME factory in Italy.

Peter is the National Service Manager in the Tractor
and Machinery Division.

SSRME dealer can offer you genuine
parts with the peace of mind of the
SSAME Group's full support.

Not only are you guaranteed to be
installing factory supplied parts, you

PETER have the reassurance that comes with

HUGHES knowing they are warranted

by the factory.
There’s a bigger range of spare parts
available in New Zealand than ever

before - for your peace of mind. Full

PETER
WADE-GRAHAM

NATIONWIDE DEALERS

sales support, friendly service and

expert advice. Don’t take chances with

parts that may look the same, contact

Hibiscus Publishing 2000 Ltd. Tel: 09 426 2004

KAIKOHE Renton Motors
Ph: (09) 401 0313

SILVERDALE Gatmans Tractors
Ph: (09) 426 5612

RAMARAMA Tim Wood Machinery
Ph: (09) 294 8121

HAMILTON Dan Cosgrove Ltd
Ph: (07) 838 3055

WHANGAREI Bryant Tractors
Ph: (09) 438 1319

GISBORNE Wilson Farm
Services. Ph: (06) 867 2866

-Q OPOTIKI
Magnus Lennie
Ph: (07) 315 6338

s S T

TAURANGA The Equipment Centre
Ph: (O7) 548 0194

NEW PLYMOUTH Dan Cosgrove Ltd
Ph: (0B) 759 8432

PALMERSTON NORTH
Dan Cosgrove Ltd Ph: (0B) 355 5525

NELSON
Malcolm Machinery
Ph: (03) 543 8311

HASTINGS
Stortford Machinery
Ph: (0B) 876 6012

= MARLBOROUGH
Marlborough Tractor Service
Ph: (O3) 572 8787

CHRISTCHURCH Agrifarm Machinery
Ph: (03) 341 6300

your authorised #SRME dealer today.
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ASHBURTON Agrifarm Machinery
Ph: (O3) 308 4118

TIMARU Paul Wilkins Tractors
Ph: (03] 688 2031

MOSGIEL JJ Otago Ltd
Ph: (O3) 483 8198

GORE Peter Thompson Machinery
Ph: (03) 208 8179

INVERCARGILL JJ Ltd
Ph: (03) 218 7174

=5DAN COSGROVE LTD
TRACTOR DIVISION




